Autism Scenarios for Independent Practice

#1. 	A person is seen running into traffic or found wandering around at midnight in the freezing rain wearing only a tee-shirt and underwear:

A.  Set up a response list for a typical person and another for handling a person with Autism.

What is (your Department’s) procedure for handling a lost child/adult that can give you his/her name, address, and the name of a person to call for assistance?

What is (your Department’s) procedure for handling an individual that cannot or will not give you his/her name, has no identification, and is not recognized by anyone in the immediate area?

B.  Does the possibility of autism or another developmental disability change the way an officer assesses and responds to a situation?





#2.	You are observing self-abusive, aggressive behavior toward others, or escalated “temper tantrum” behavior in a classroom.
A.  Set up a response list for a typical person and another for handling a person with Autism.

What is (your Department’s) procedure for handling a normal child?

What is (your Department’s) procedure for handling a child with Autism?

B.  How should each of these conditions be handled? How do you decide whether this is a drug reaction or something else?  Is the procedure for handling an individual with autism different from the way you would treat the general public?  Is the procedure different for children than for adults?
C.  Does the possibility of autism or another developmental disability change the way an officer assesses and responds to a situation?




#3.	You are called to a playground where a five year old boy is displaying “weird” repetitive behaviors such as hand flapping, finger-flicking, object twirling, rocking back and forth, pacing etc.  No one seems to know the boy and he appears to be deaf.
A.  What is the best way to approach and communicate with a child involved in a self-stimulating behavior?
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#4.	You are called to a scene where the adult is answering you with defiant, rude, smart aleck remarks, or he has absolutely no response to police as you talk with him.
A.  What is your Department’s normal response in this situation?  

B.  At what point would officers begin to think about whether the person has autism or is just an individual with an attitude problem?




#5.	A teenager is stopped by store security for shoplifting because he/she is observed picking up CDs without looking at them, putting them down, and acting in a suspicious manner.
A.  What is your Department’s normal response to a suspected shoplifting call?
B.  What information would be helpful to officers as they assess this situation?



